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PAGE 01 CARACA 10546 111900Z 
44 

ACTION ARA-10 

INEO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-00 NSC-10 NSCE-00 CPR-01 PRS-01 

USIA-04 DRC-01 RSC-01 SSO-00 /043 W 

099017 

P 111655Z DEC 73 

EM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2048 

CONEIDENTIAL CARACAS 10546 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT VE 

SUBJ: PRESIDENTIAL CONGRATULATIONS TO PRESIDENT ELECT OE VENEZUELA 
REF: CARACAS 10522 

1. AS REFTEL INDICATES, IT SEEMS PROBABLE THAT CARLOS ANDRES 
PEREZ WILL OEEICIALLY BE DECLARED PRESIDENT-ELECT OE 
VENEZUELA WHEN THE SUPREME ELECTORAL COUNCIL HAS EINISHED ITS 
TALLY OF THE VOTES. ACCORDING TO THE PRESS, ELECTORAL COUNCIL WILL 
THEN PROCLAIM THE WINNING CANDIDATE AS PRESIDENT-ELECT OF 
VENEZUELA. HOWEVER, BEFORE THAT TIME, IT IS QUITE CONCEIVABLE 
THAT LOSING CANDIDATE WILL PUBLICLY CONCEDE THE ELECTIONS. 

2. IN EITHER OF THE FOREGOING CONTINGENCIES, I HOPE THAT WE 

CAN BE PROMPT IN CONVEYING THE OEEICIAL CONGRATULATIONS OE THE 
PRESIDENT OE THE UNITED STATES TO THE NEW PRESIDENT-ELECT OE 
VENEZUELA. I SHOULD LIKE, THEREFORE, TO BE IN A POSITION TO HAVE A 
CONGRATUALTORY MESSAGE WHICH I CAN CONVEY IN PERSON TO THE WINNING 
CANDIDATE EITHER IMMEDIATELY UPON OEFICIAL WORD OF CONCEDING THE 
ELECTION EROM THE DEFEATED CANDIDATE OR RAILING THAT UPON OEFICIAL 
NOTIFICATION BY THE SUPREME ELECTORAL COUNCIL THAT THE WINNING 
CANDIDATE IS PRESIDENT-ELECT. EOR PLANNING PURPOSES, WE PRESUME 
IN BOTH CONTINGENCIES THAT THIS WILL BE CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ. 

3. IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE COULD BE 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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RELEASED TO THE PRESS BY THE WINNING CANDIDATE. DEPARTMENT 
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MAY LIKEWISE WISH TO MAKE A PRESS RELEASE IN WASHINGTON. 

MCCLINTOCK 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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